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ADDRESS  OF 

H.  MILTON  MARTIN,  Esq. 

President  of  the  Edmonton  Board  of  Trade 

Delivered  at  the  Annual  Meeting, 

January    29th,     1913. 


•Gentlemen, — 

The  great  progress  and  general  activity  in  all  lines  of  trade,  commerce  and 
construction  work,  within  the  limits  of  the  City  of  Edmonton,  must  be  as  grati- 
fying to  you  as  it  is  to  me,  and  I  cannot  help  being  elated  at  that  prosperity 
which  has  been  Edmonton's  during  the  year  1912.  The  going  into  effect  of 
the  amalgamation  agreement  seemed  to  mark  the  commencement  of  an  era  of 
prosperity  hitherto  unequalled  in  Canada.  The  completion  of  the  high  level 
bridge  which  is  to  be  the  connecting  link  between  Edmonton  North  and  Edmonton 
South,  although  retarded  by  a  most  unfortunate  strike,  now  seems  to  be  fairly 
close.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  trains  will  be  running  over  this  bridge  not 
later  than  May  1st.  It  is  impossible  to  forecast  what  the  effect  of  the  erection 
of  this  bridge  will  mean  to  the  residents  of  Greater  Edmonton,  for  all  those 
who  have  endeavoured  to  express  their  opinion  as  to  the  future  have  invariably 
— according  to  present  evidence — fallen  far  short  of  the  actual  developments^ 
and  I  feel  that  despite  my  optimism,  I  should  do  the  same.  Gentlemen,  who 
is  there  among  you  who  would  have  prophesied^ — let  us  say- — three-fourths  of 
the  increase  in  business  generally,  which  has  actually  taken  place?  I  am  per- 
fectly safe  in  saying  that  not  one  would  have  done  ,3o,  and  I  do  not  think  that 
there  is  a  pessimist  here. 

Being  of  the  opinion  that  the  giving  of  statistics  is  the  most  effective  manner 
of  showing  the  growth  of  a  city,  I  will  follow  the  example  set  by  my  predecessors, 
and  quote  the  official  figures  setting  forth  the  volume  of  business  done,  in  com- 
parison with  previous  years. 

BANK    CLEARINGS. 

1909  1910  1911         •  1912  Increase  over  1911 

$51,561,018         $71,633,115         $121,438,394       $220,727,622  82% 

You  should  feel  very  pleased  indeed  that  this  volume  of  business  has  passed 
through  the  local  clearing  house.  No  city  in  America  has  as  large  a  percentage 
of  increase,  and  it  is  significant  that  only  four  Canadian  cities  show  larger  in- 
creases, of  these  two  being  Eastern  and  two  Western. 

CUSTOMS    RETURNS. 

1909         1910         1911         1912    Increase  over  1911 
$269,568      $363,736      $705,236    $1,504,756       113% 


Customs  returns  are  probably  the  best  indication  of  the  increase  of  trade 
in  a  city.  The  business  men,  with  whom  I  have  discussed  the  matter,  assure 
me  that  the  amount  of  business  done  by  our  merchants — wholesale  and  retail — 
during  the  year  1912,  exceeds  that  done  in  1911  by  125  per  cent. 


PUILDING    PERMITS. 

1909  1910  1911 

$2,128,160  $2,159,106  $3,672,260^ 

(Strathcona)      457,128/ 


1912         Increase  over  1911 

$14,446,819  250% 


activities  for   1912  is  represented  by  3,654  permits, 


1  Brewery $490,000 

2  Brick  Works 35,000 

1  Creamery 20,000 

1  Packing  Plant 200,000 

12  other  Factories 61,500 

101  Warehouses 915,260 

4  Theatres 301,000 

1  Hotel  and  Theatre 270,000 

4  Hotels 1,112,000 


$14,446,819  building 
covering  in  part — 

2,611  Dwelhngs $5,490,130 

11  Apartments 434,200 

171  Stores  and  Offices.  .  .  3,021,235 

16  Churches 91,300 

15  Schools 403,200 

1  Carbarn 50,000 

2  Telephone  Buildings.  43,800 
R.N.W.M.P.  Barracks  45,000 
C.P.R.  Station 200,000 

The  fact  that  Edmonton  is  taking  such  a  long  lead  over  all  Canadian  cities 
by  an  actual  increase  of  ten  and  a-half  millions  during  the  past  year,  justifies 
us  in  being  elated.     The  items  which  appeal  most  to  me  are  these: — 

Two  thousand  six  hundred  and  eleven  dwellings,  meaning  living-room 
for  about  20,000  more  inhabitants  than  lived  here  during  the  preceding  year; 
Fifteen  new  schools  constructed  for  the  accommodation  of  newp  upils 
enrolled  in  1912; 

One  hundred  and  one  warehouses  would  seem  to  a  non-resident  the 
uttermost  exaggeration,   but  to  us  it  is  only  the  natural  evidence  of  the 
wonderful  increase  of  business  in  the  wholesale  and  retail  trade; 
The  four  hotels  now  under  construction  will  not  be  sufficient  to  house  our 

increased  transient  trade; 

The  eleven  apartments  built  should  be  considered  a  mixed  blessing,  for 

it  would   be  preferable  that    Edmonton    be    a    city  of  homes,  with  sufficient 

ground  surrounding  each  house  to  allow  of  gardening. 

WHOLESALE    AND    INDUSTRIAL    EXPANSION 

There  are  at  the  present  time  63  wholesale  firms  maintaining  warehouses 
and  carrying  stocks  here — 14  of  these  have  commenced  business  during  1912. 

Fifteen  manufacturing  concerns  commenced  operation  in  1912. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  90  industrial  shops  employing  3,232  wage- 
earners — their  weekly  payroll  being  $46,834.00.  Aside  from  these,  there  are 
several  concerns  now  building  expecting  to  operate  in  the  early  spring,  and 
they,  of  course,  will  increase  the  payroll.  Amongst  these  may  be  mentioned 
the  meat  packing  plant  of  P.  Burns  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  (the  main  building  of  which 
is  now  nearing  completion),  which  will  shortly  commence  operations  with  a 
force  of  two  hundred  men.  I  have  no  doubt  this  enterprise,  like  that  of  the 
Swift-Canadian  Co.  established  four  years  ago,  will  find  it  necessary  to  continu- 
ally expand  their  facilities  and  equipment.  A  very  pleasing  feature  of  the 
industrial  situation  in  Edmonton  is  the  fact  that,  practicalh^  w  thout  exception, 
all  industrial  concerns  are  finding  continued  and  rapid  expansion  imperatively 
necessarv. 


POST    OFFICE (stamps    ONLY). 

1909  1910  1911  1912      Increase   1912  over   1911 

$70,00:^  83,411  114,5651        175,489  40% 

(Strathcona)     10,821] 

STREET    RAILWAY. 

Increase  1912 
1909  1910  1911  1912      over  1911 

Passeno-ers  carried 2,148,893     3,088,859     6,296,824    11,250,404      78% 

Revenue $92,211       $157,511      $261,559       $457,426      74^% 

HOMESTEAD    ENTRIES. 

1910  1911  1912 

4,987  6,150  5,791 

There  is  a  falling  off  in  homestead  entries,  which  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
homesteaders  now  have  to  go  further  north;  but  this  should  be  a  source  of 
satisfaction  rather  than  one  for  regret,  as  it  shows  that  available  land  has  been 
well  taken  up  in  the  past. 

While  on  this  subject  I  beg  to  suggest  that  you  should  make  an  effort 
to  promote  the  further  development  of  mixed  farming,  by  utilizing  every  avail- 
able opportunity  to  spread  the  knowledge  of  the  great  advantages  of  the  Edmon- 
ton district  for  this  form  of  agricultural  effort.  It  is  now  generally  recognized 
that  Central  Alberta  can  and  does  produce  good  crops  of  grain;  but  it  is  not  yet 
so  well  understood  as  it  should  be  that  this  part  of  the  country  possesses 
advantages  for  mixed  farming  that  are  probably  unequalled  on  this  continent. 
I  would  remind  you  that  it  is  the  advantages  a  country  possesses  for  the  cheap 
production  of  beef,  pork  and  milk,  rather  than  its  production  of  wheat,  that 
makes  for  permanent  prosperity,  for  the  highest  form  of  agricultural  develop- 
ment, and  for  cheaper  hving  conditions  in  the  towns  and  cities.  The  fact  that 
throughout  Edmonton's  tributary  territory  during  the  past  few  years  of  good 
crops  there  has  been  no  serious  trouble  resulting  from  car  shortage  or  elevator 
congestion,  and  that  excellent  business  conditions  have  prevailed,  is  attributable 
to  the  fact  that  Central  Alberta  farmers  are  by  no  means  dependent,  generally 
speaking,  exclusively  on  the  marketing  of  grain,  but  are  also  producing  beef, 
pork,  milk,  hay  and  other  easily  marketed  commodities,  permitting  them  to 
await  reasonably  favorable  conditions  to  market  their  grain. 

A  few  notes  in  connection  with  the  general  development  of  the  city  would 
not  be  amiss.    I  therefore  present  a  few  comparative  statistics: 

1910  1911  1912 

University  of  Alberta,  students  enrolled....  129  185  308 

PubHc  and  Separate  Schools- — 

Enrolment 5,039  6,152  8,237 

Class  rooms 98  116  161 

Teachers 105  122  169 

Paved  streets (miles)  4 .  95  6 .  27  20 . 5 

Plank  Walks ''  65.4  76.17  90. 

Granolithic  Walks ''  7.  8.12  24.38 

Boulevarding "  8.34  12.27  19.35 

Water  Mains '^  55 .  60 . 7  94 . 2 

Electric  Light  Services 3,186  4,193  6,314 

Electric  Power  Services 104  155  284 

Telephones  in  use 2,475  3,655  6,180 


You  will  acknowledge  that  all  of  these  spell  ^'PROGRESS." 

There  are  at  the  present  time  87  producing  coal  mines  north  of  the  Red  Deer 
River.  It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  the  tonnage  for  1912  is  not  available,  but 
the  tonnage  for  1910  shows  a  production  of  248,911  tons,  while  that  for  1911 
was  508,616  tons.  Undoubtedly  the  figures  for  1912  output  will  show  very 
marked  increase  over  those  of  1911. 

The  Total  Railway  Mileage  in  the  Territory  Immediately  Tributary 

TO  Edmonton  is  as  follows: 

C.P.R.  C.N.R.  G.T.P.  Total 

Total  Mileage  built 495  663  606  1,764 

Opened  for  Traffic,  1912 23  181  271  475 

Constructed,  1912 95  292  198  585 

Still  under  construction,  but  rails  not  laid,  are  the  C.N.R.  main  line 
west,  Grande  Prairie  branch,  Pakan  branch,  line  south-west  from  Strathcona, 
and  the  Edmonton,  Dunvegan  &  British  Columbia  Railway. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  railway  contractors  made  payments  in  the  City  of 
Edmonton  to  the  extent  of  slightly  over  $1,200,000  during  the  past  year,  in 
connection  with  their  pay-rolls  in  this  district. 

The  Edmonton  real  estate  market  is  in  a  very  healthy  condition  at  the  pres- 
ent time,  prices  not  having  increased  with  the  same  rapidity  that  the  growth 
of  the  city  would  have  warranted.  The  price  of  business  property  is  at  the 
present  time  based  on  the  earning  value  of  the  property,  considering  that  it 
should  not  earn  less  than  eight  per  cent.  The  outside  properties  which  have 
been  put  on  the  market  have  not  in  all  cases  been  valued  on  an  earning  capacity 
basis;  the  price  has  been  arbitrary,  though  it  is  true  that  in  most  cases  the  value 
was  reached  a  very  short  time  after  being  so  placed  on  the  market. 

Some  well  thought  out  scheme  should  be  made  operative  in  connection 
with  sub-divisions.  In  my  opinion  none  should  be  allowed  to  be  placed  on  the 
market  until  improved,  at  least  to  the  extent  of  having  streets  graded  and  a 
good  roadway  to  the  property  itself. 

It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  we  have  not  succeeded  in  having  legislation 
enacted  making  the  misrepresentation  of  lands  offered  for  sale  through  adver- 
tising mediums  a  criminal  offence.  Street  railways  are  still  being  promised  in 
various  subdivisions,  where  there  has  merely  been  a  discussion  relating  thereto. 
This  is  a  matter  which  concerns  us  only  in  an  indirect  way,  for  the  principal 
offenders  are  the  real  estate  dealers  operating  abroad  where  people  are  more 
easily  victimized. 

H.  Milton  Martin, 
President  Edmonton  Board  of  Trade. 
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